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Spring Open
House
The Open House, held March
23rd, kicked off the spring
training season with new
features. Along with the
Obedience, Rally and Agility
demonstrations that are
usually held, pampered
pooches were also able to get
their own version of a canine
“spa day” from Alecia Spear of
Alecia’s Animal Grooming
(269-325-8256) for nail trims
and grooming. Running in
tandem with the
demonstrations and “spa”, the
Canine Good Citizen (CGC)
test was administered to 3
lucky dog/handler teams, all of
whom passed delightfully.
Those new CGC titles are:
• Julie Burns and Tequila
the Whippet
• Judy Poluhanycz and
Buddy the Cock-a-poo
• Kali Edwards and
Hawkeye, a Great
Dane/Lab mix
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Hawkeye	
  
zeroes	
  in	
  on	
  
Kali	
  with	
  	
  
absolute	
  
attention.	
  
	
  
	
  
Chloe	
  
anticipates	
  
testing	
  for	
  
her	
  CGC	
  
later	
  this	
  
year.	
  Her	
  
trainer	
  is	
  
Makenzie	
  Welche,	
  the	
  reigning	
  Miss	
  
Coloma!	
  Chloe,	
  who	
  suffers	
  from	
  a	
  
terminal	
  case	
  of	
  “rub	
  my	
  belly,	
  
please”	
  is	
  available	
  for	
  adoption	
  
through	
  Animal	
  Aid.	
  
Margo	
  pauses	
  
with	
  Lilly,	
  her	
  
“grand-‐dog”

R
E

Lilly	
  the	
  
Chihuahua	
  
provides	
  a	
  
charming	
  
distraction	
  during	
  
the	
  CGC	
  Test.	
  	
  

during the Open
House.

Judy	
  and	
  
Tequila	
  
take	
  a	
  
break.	
  	
  	
  

.
.
.

2013 Session Schedule

Brags J

Next Session:
• Begins week of May 6th
• Finishes week of June 24th

On March 10, 2013 Jaren's Right About Now CGC
TDI CD CDX (Tucker) earned his first of three Utility
legs needed to earn a Utility title. In this level, the
dog/handler teams must do a signal exercise with no
verbal commands, scent discrimination, directed
retrieving, a call to heel, and directed jumping. This
is all off leash and no treats or extra commands are
allowed. Tucker is owned and lovingly handled by
Nan Edwards.
¤

Summer Session:
• Begins week of July 8th
• Finishes week of August 26th
Fall Session:
• Begins week of September 30th
th
• Finishes week of November 18
¤

Health and Safety – Spring Toxins
It’s been a slow, cool spring so far, but the trees,
flowers and grass are just biding their time,
waiting for the warmer temperatures so that they
can leap up!
Recently a friend who has a rascally Airedale
Terrier named Rolly experienced
first hand the negative effects of all
that new growth. Rolly decided to
graze on the tender new day lily
shoots, and spent a week
recovering from the toxins that they
contain. A scary experience for dog and owner.
According to the recent “Spring Time Toxins”
newsletter published by the Pet Poison Helpline
(1-800-213-6680), our back yards are a veritable
minefield of lovely shoots, bulbs and flowers just
lying in wait for our over-adventurous – and
chowhound - pets. Tulips, hyacinths,
daffodils, crocus, Lily of the Valley, and
deadly “true lilies” are a few of the
culprits. Some contain alkaloids, some
a substance called colchicine and
others, such as Lily of the Valley, contain cardiac
glycosides (think foxglove and digitalis). Ingestion
of the milder compounds will result in diarrhea
and vomiting, while the more severe can result in
kidney failure, severe heart arrhythmia, seizures,
and potentially death. If you suspect your
beloved pet has munched on any of these, get
them to your vet right away.
A bit harder to appreciate that smiling daffodil and
fragrant Easter lily now, isn’t it!
April 2013
Page 2 of 5

VN Ch Rocky Harbour's Phoneix Rising of Amity
CGC CD WD WRD DD TDD CDX earned his first
th
Rally Novice leg on March 29 in Kalamazoo with a
st
th
1 place in the class and a score of 99. On the 30
nd
he earned his second leg and a 2 place with a
score of 98.
¤
Lindy’s Chocolate Surprise CGC BN RN has now
added CD and RA titles to her accomplishments.
March was a very good month indeed for Miss
Lindy, who finished her CD at the Buchanan shows
rd
nd
at the beginning of March (3 and 2 place) then
rd
rounded out the month at the Kalamazoo shows (3
st
and 1 ) to finish her Rally Advanced title.
¤
Black Hole Two’s Maximus CGC completed his
Rally Novice title with 2 qualifying scores at the
beginning of March at the St. Joe Valley Agility Club
shows in Buchanan. He took home the 1st place
ribbon both days, but his dog- mom Kris insisted that
everyone know that he was the only dog in the
class.
¤
nd

Littles’s Ark Genda’s Princess Pailey earned her 2
Utility Dog Excellent (UDX) leg at the Buchanan
th
show on March 9 with a score of 183 in Utlity/187.5
rd
Open. She earned her 3 UDX leg at Kalamazoo
st
on March 31 with a 187 Utility/195 Open. Pailey
needs 7 more double qualifiers to earn her UDX title.
¤
Vicki Maxa’s Jackson, U-CD GSJCH Pinehill’s
Captain Jack’s On Deck, has been rocking the UKC
trials again. Jackson wowed the crowds at Trail
Creek in early April with a perfect – yes, perfect! st
score for his first Rally 3 leg, and 1 place!

Trainer’s Corner - Cooperation for the BASICS
A well mannered dog is wonderful. Positive responses to the sit, stay, come, and heel commands help
make our relationship with our canine companions more enjoyable. Along the way though, there are some
basic skills that sometimes are forgotten. Dogs should cooperate for veterinary exams and grooming
(including nail trimming).They should allow “strangers” to inspect their ears, teeth, eyes, and paws. These
are skills that are trained just like obedience work. Praise and rewards are the key components. The best
thing to do is start this training when the dog is a puppy. But what if your dog is well past the puppy stage?
Training, training, training is still the answer. The following ideas can be used for puppies or older dogs.
Treat this training like a game with praise and rewards (treats, loving touch, and happy sounds) like training
obedience skills. Make sure you are praising the desired behavior and not any avoidance behaviors.
•

PAW INSPECTION - During play time or loving time, handle each paw. Make sure to
touch the toes and the spaces between the toes. Praise and reward. Gently “pinch”
each toenail and maybe wiggle it a bit. This is to help your dog get used to nail
trimming. When the dog is standing quietly, gently bend the legs up and down
following the natural movement. You can also do this when the dog is lying on
his/her side. Praise and reward.

•

EAR EXAM - Scratch your dogs ears often. They usually love it. While scratching, run your finger toward the
inside of the ear until you feel the bumps of the ear structure. Praise and reward. Lift or move the ear flaps
around. Your might even take a flashlight and pretend to examine the ear as you bend close to the dog. Praise
and reward.

•

ABDOMINAL EXAM - A vet exam for any symptoms of a digestive issue or even a
well dog exam often involves palpation (examination by feel) of the stomach area.
Stand (or sit) behind your dog and place a hand on either side. Provide a belly rub.
Occasionally push in very gently in random places. Praise and reward.

•

EYE EXAM - Gently hold your dog’s head and look into one eye and then the other.
Some dogs are unnerved by direct eye contact. If your dog doesn’t like this, hold the
contact for a fraction of a second and gradually build up the time. Praise and reward.

•

MOUTH EXAM - Proceed with caution with these steps. Some dogs are very accepting. If your dog is not one
of these, your fingers are awfully close to those teeth. Lift up your dog’s lips and look at the teeth. If your dog
is OK with this, slide your fingers along the inside of lips to visualize the back teeth. Praise and reward. The
next step is taking the muzzle in one hand and the lower jaw in the other and gently hold the mouth open for a
couple of seconds. Praise and reward.
•

BRUSHING AND GROOMING – This should be a pleasant experience for your dog. Short
haired dogs can be easily brushed or wiped off. Dogs with a lot of coat present more
challenges. The best tools for the type of coat your dog has are important. Ask your vet,
groomer, or breed mentor for advice. Brush softly and use a lot of patience. Products that
detangle hair can be a help for stubborn tangles. Enlist the help of a groomer for tough
cases. Praise and reward during grooming sessions. Not grooming is not an option. Start
small both in the areas to be groomed and the time spent. Praise and reward.

Have you noticed that “Praise and reward.” is repeated throughout this article?
Remember, these behaviors can be trained. Think of the process used to train a basic skill like stay. Start
very small and gradually require more. If there is a setback, go back to where the dog was last right and try
again. Praise and reward desired behaviors. Praise and reward. All of these behaviors should be fun for
your dog. Make it a game. Praise and reward. Did I mention praise and
reward?
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K9 Learning Center
351 N. Main, Watervliet, MI 49098
(Mailing address is PO Box 6, Watervliet, MI 49098)

269-341-3105
k9learningcenter.net

Dog Training Classes
$90 for each 8 week session
Private training available in your home or at the Center. Private sessions by appointment only.
Sessions begin at intervals. Please call for details

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Saturday

Sunday

Puppy/Beginner

Drop in
Training

Drop in
Training

10am to
12 Noon

10am to
12 Noon

1:00 PM
1 to 2 pm

2:00 PM

Advanced
Beginner
2 to 3 pm

6:00 PM
6:30 PM

Continuing Ed
(4 weeks, $45)
6 to 7pm
th
th
May 8 – May 29

Agility
(4 weeks, $45)
6 to 7pm
th
rd
May 6 – June 3

Puppy
6 to 7pm

7:00 PM
7:30 PM
8:00 PM
8:30 PM

Open/Utility
7:30 to 9pm

Advanced
Beginner

Beginner
7 to 8pm

7 to 8pm

Novice

Rally

8 to 9pm

All Levels
8 to 9pm

• Please walk your dogs prior to entering the Learning Center. It is expected that you clean up after your dog in the K9
Learning Center and in the City of Watervliet.
• In accordance with local ordinances, please keep your dog on leash and under control going to and from the Center.
• Dress in layers as the building temperature is variable. No flip flops, please.
Directions:
From the North or South: take M140 to downtown Watervliet. M140 becomes Main St in Watervliet.
The building is on the west side.
From the East or West: take I 94 to Exit 41 (Watervliet). Go north approximately 1 mile on M 140. M140 becomes
Main St. The building is on the west side.
Parking is available on the street, or in the small city lots near the library and diagonally across the street from the K9
Learning Center.
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K9 Learning Center Registration
First Name: ___________________Last Name:__________________
Address:_________________________________________________
City:_________________________State:________Zip:___________
Phone #1__________________________Home Work Cell
Circle One

Phone #2__________________________Home Work Cell
Circle One

Email address: _________________________________________
We will NOT sell or share your email address with anyone!

Dog’s Call Name:_____________________ Dog’s Age___________
Dog’s Breed (or best guess):_______________________________
Class Name:___________________________________________
Class Day:___________________ Time:____________________
Please briefly explain your previous training experience (if any) and
your reasons for taking this class:
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
For Office use only:
Date Received:_______________________
Date Confirmed:________________________________
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