K9 Learning Center
351 N. Main St., Watervliet, MI 49098
269-341-3105
A Good Time Was Had by All
¤

The March 3rd Open House at the K9 Learning
Center was a howling success! In spite of the
snow storm that Mother Nature thoughtfully
provided, dogs of all ages and their handlers
came by the Center to be evaluated and to
have some
plain old
doggy fun.
From the
puppies –
Lucian, Molly
and Bailey –
to the
teenagers
like Jet,
Trudie and Harper, to the more stately Ben and
Jazper, all kinds and sizes of pooches were
there. Many took the
opportunity to check
out the Agility
equipment or to just
get some extra
attention. Many
enrolled in the March
session of classes,
or made plans for
future classes, but all had the chance to chat
with the trainers and get some advice.
Welcome all!
(And that is Nan hiding behind that Puli puppy!)

_______________

Spring Health and Safety
¤
The groundhog saw his
shadow back in early
February, predicting 6
more weeks of winter. Did
you ever wonder how we
came to think that a
woodchuck has the power to predict the
weather?! Well, whether or not you believe
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that Punxsutawney Phil had an inside track
with the weather gods, he was wrong and
spring came early. Way early.
All of us were looking forward to the return of
warmer days and sunshine, and they turned up
in spades in March – along
with fleas, ticks, mosquitoes,
blackflies, and deerflies.
Whether you live in neatly
manicured suburbia or
amidst rural farmland, warm
weather means pests, especially those that
want to make a meal of our dogs.
The weather has since cooled back off to
something more reasonable, but we still need
to be prepared to fight the biting hordes this
year. Flea and tick control is available in
multiple forms. You can use topical – sprays,
powders, once-a-month concentrated liquids –
or the once a month chewable tablet. Consider
just how much exposure your dog is likely to
have, and how sensitive they are to flea bites.
It’s possible that some products work better
than others for your particular
circumstances. Talk to you vet
and get their advice. Have a
water loving retriever? Look for a
product that is water resistant so
you don’t lose the protection the
first time he or she hits Lake
Michigan. Have a dog that is
super sensitive and driven
bonkers by a single flea bite? Consider the
once a month tablet that provides systemic
protection. Your vet can recommend the best
product for your particular dog.
Regardless of which product you choose,
remember that being consistent about using it
is key to keeping your dog pest-free throughout
the warmer months. Mark your calendar to
ensure that your pooch is protected every
month…‘cause it can be a long, itchy season.

Alphabet Soup
¤
Just what are those initials and acronyms all
about that you see in the newsletter? AKC,
UKC, CD, CDX, WD, UD, and on and on.
Well, the world of dogdom centers around a
few basic organizations, the oldest of which in
the U. S. is the American Kennel
Club (AKC). The AKC was
established in 1884, and for most of
that time allowed only pure bred dogs to
participate in its events. While that is still true
of the AKC Conformation (breed) events, in
2010 the AKC changed their business plan and
created the Canine Partners program. This
program provides a way for “All American
Dogs” – mixed breeds - to participate in
obedience, rally and agility events.
The AKC grants a title to your dog when it has
met the minimum requirements associated with
that title – and there are titles galore! CH
means that this dog is a confirmation
champion; OTCH denotes an
obedience trial champion, CD for
obedience companion dog, and CDX
for obedience companion dog excellent, just to
name a few. Check out www.akc.org to get
more information.
The United Kennel Club (UKC), headquartered
in Kalamazoo, MI, offers a very
similar agenda, minus some of the
formality and the ability to enroll a
mixed breed dog. While offering
similar activities and titles, the UKC may have
slightly different requirements to earn them.
For instance, in the UKC first level of
obedience the dogs are required to perform the
recall over a jump, while jumps do not make an
appearance in AKC obedience until the 2nd
level of competition. The UKC offers some
unique competitions that the AKC does not,
such as Dock Jumping! Log onto
www.ukcdogs.com to see what the UKC offers.
Regardless of which club you register with or
what activity you participate in, the end result
remains the same – doggy fun!
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Upcoming Obedience and
Rally Trials
¤
The weather is getting better and the show
opportunities are plentiful! Even if you aren’t
going to enter, you might want to go watch. J
• May 4th, 5th & 6th: Tri-Cities Dog Training
Club of Saginaw Bay, Flint MI. Obedience
and Rally.
• May 12th & 13th: Lyons Township Dog
Training Club, Villa Park IL. Obedience and
Rally
• May 12th & 13th: Midland Michigan Kennel
Club, Midland MI. Obedience and Rally.
• May 24th thru May 28th: Apple Blossom
Cluster of dog shows at the Kalamazoo
County Fairgrounds. Obedience and Rally.
• June 9th and 10th: St. Joe Valley Agility
Club, Buchanan MI. Obedience

Brags J
¤
Welcome to 2 new Canine Good Citizens!
Mousse, a German Shepherd owned by Katie
Smith, and Harley, a Mastiff pup owned by
Tracey Jarman, both tested for their CGC
certificate on February 28th and passed with
flying colors! Congratulations to you both! Or
make that, to all 4 of you ! J
Our own All American Dog, Lindy’s
Chocolate Surprise, gathered up the
3 required qualifying scores in March
to earn her Beginner Novice
obedience title. Although her dogmom, Mary Beth Depuydt, insists that Lindy
has plenty of obedience years in front of her,
it’s a pretty good bet that they are quickly
moving on to Novice Obedience at the
Kalamazoo shows in May.
Sharon Little and her mini Australian Shepherd
Pailey, Little’s Ark Genda’s Princess Pailey
CGC CDX RA, earned 2 qualifying scores
towards their Rally Excellent title at the
Kalamazoo shows in late March. What a great
team!
Nancy Whelan let us know that Iris, her 2 year
old Puli, scored a 4 point major in the Breed
ring in March. Nice work! Continued on next page

Brags (continued)
Nan Edwards with Phoenix, Ch Rocky
Harbour’s Phoenix Rising of Amity CGC CD
WD WRD TDI , earned 2 legs on his
Companion Dog Excellent (CDX) in the Open
ring at the Buchanan shows on March 10th and
11th. Phoenix, who is just a large black teddy
bear disguised as a Newfoundland, is looking
to complete his CDX in June.
Jessie the Chesapeake, RoLyn’s Jes the Wait
Is Over CGC CD, debuted in the Rally Novice
ring at Kalamazoo with a 2nd place. Mary Beth
Depuydt, her dog mom, thought about asking
the judge for a 1 second handicap because
Jess is close to 9 yrs old – and she lost first
place by .01 second to a dog who is only 2!
Jaren’s Right About Now
CGC CDX TDI – Nan
Edwards’ inimitable Tucker –
was named the #2 Open A
Obedience Petit Basset
Griffon Vendeen (PBGV) and
the #4 overall Obedience PBGV in the Nation
by the First and Foremost rating system in
2011! WooHoo! Tucker, whom Nan refers to
as “a nose on legs”, is working on his Utility
title, and just maybe another year in the Top
10? Good luck, Tucker!

History Made at 2011 AKC Agility
Invitational – All-American Dog
Wins 8-inch Division
Tangle does not even tip the scales at 7
pounds, but he is a heavy weight in the world
of Agility.
The tiny mixed-breed dog
made history on Dec. 18
when he took first place in
the 8-inch jump height
division at the 2011 AKC
Agility Invitational. It was the
first time All American Dogs
(mixed-breeds) were eligible
to compete at the event,
and Tangle will go down in
the record books as the first to take home a
blue ribbon. Tangle's owner/handler Dana Pike
said watching Tangle take the last jump in the
finals course and realizing that he had won felt
"GREAT!"
"I am so proud of everything that Tangle has
accomplished in and out of Agility ring. When I
decided to keep him I would have never
thought that I'd be competing at the Invitational
with a mixed-breed dog, let alone to have done
so well," Pike said. "Kudos to AKC® for
welcoming all dogs to this prestigious event!
_______________

All American Dogs
¤
Speaking of the AKC Canine Partners program
– you too can enroll your “All American Dog”
and compete in Obedience, Rally and Agility.
Enrollment can be completed online, and if
your dog is a rescue about which you have
minimal information – don’t worry, you aren’t
even required to provide a birthdate, let alone
information on sire (dad) and dam (mom).
A lot of obedience trials are now accepting
entries from All American Dogs, so you’ll have
plenty of opportunities to strut your stuff. As a
matter of fact, check out the following article
that was adapted from the January/February
2012 AKC Canine Partners Newsletter, and
reprinted with their permission.
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Training Corner Focus on …….
~ The Recall ~
Getting your dog to come to you when called is
very important. It’s important for your
convenience and his/her safety. Training the
recall is easy, but persistence and patience are
needed to get a reliable recall. The recall
should always be rewarded. Remember those
true/false questions in school? You were
cautioned to avoid the “always or
never” trap. This however is one
of the cases where always means
always. Your dog has no reason
to come to you if there is a
possibility of a negative reaction
from you. The reward can be a
treat (usually best in the

~ The Recall ~
continued

beginning), your affection, your praise, or any
combination of these.
Start the recall training with your dog on a
leash. While heeling, run backwards and call
your dog. Use his/her name followed by your
chosen recall command. “Come” and “Here”
are commonly used. When your dog gets to
you, your praise should be dramatic and
positive, even if you have
to reel him/her in. A “pop”
on the collar with the
leash can emphasize the
urgency and direction of
the recall. When you dog
gets pretty good at this
game, add a longer line or
a flexi-lead (retractable)
lead and repeat with greater distance. Next
allow you dog to become distracted and
practice the recall. Since your dog is on a line,
there is never an option of not coming to you.
Always, always reward the recall.
Next add really tough distractions like other
dogs, kids on bicycles, etc. Remember, your
dog should still be on a leash or a line.
Persistence and repetition are necessary and
this stage sometimes takes a long time. For
some dogs, the big distractions are just too
compelling. If your dog is inadvertently loose at
any of these stages, do not run toward your
dog but rather back away clapping and calling.
Use a happy voice and your words of praise.
Moving toward to your dog initiates play
behaviors; or fear reactions if the dog has a
history of unrewarded recalls. Moving away
initiates the prey or chase drive. It helps induce
your dog to follow you.
For the overly exuberant dog that comes
charging toward you at full speed and attempts
to plant two feet on your chest, add the verbal
command to “sit”. Tell him/her to sit about six
feet before he/she arrives. Immediately reward
the recall/sit combination.
And practice, practice, practice. Then practice
some more. Until next time, good heeling.
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2012 Class Session Schedule
¤
Next Session (3rd of the year)
• Begins week of May 14th
• Finishes week of July 2nd
• Additional Puppy/Beginner classes
added! See the schedule for details.
New! - Session 3.5
• Puppy/Beginner class starts
Wednesday, June 13th
Fourth Session:
• Begins week of July 16th
• Finishes week of September 3rd
Fifth Session:
• Begins week of October 1st
• Finishes week of November 19th
Please note that there will be a price increase
for Private Lessons beginning July 1st. The
new price will be $40 per hour.
_______________

What can a well behaved dog do?
¤
Not everyone is interested in competitive
obedience. In fact, most sane folks aren’t
interested in it at all. J So why train? What is
it that a trained, well behaved dog can do that
makes it worth your time and effort? Well, they
can…♥ Walk beside you without pulling your
arm out of your shoulder, or wrapping the
leash around you and the nearest tree. ♥
Come when called. ♥ Be
trustworthy enough not to
eat the neighbor’s cat. ♥ Sit
and wait to be greeted when
guests come to your house.
♥ Stay quietly in one place
while you are busy. ♥ Be
trusted not to steal food off
your counters or table (or
steal your sink strainer baskets for that
matter!). ♥ Stay in the yard even when not on
leash. ♥ Be a great companion for you and
your whole family! ♥ ♥ ♥

